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WHAT DO YOU EXPECT?

All of us enter into relationships with a set of expectations. Depending on the type of 
relationship there might be an expectation of responsibilities, time, sacrifice or finances. I 
once had a boss say to me ‘Jen, conflict is the result of unmet expectations.’ I believe that is 
true. Once my expectation is not met by your actions, unless I choose a different response, 
conflict is sure to arise.

What expectations do you have of God? 
Where has he met your expectations? 
Where hasn’t he?

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as 
he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What 
are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. John 1:35-39

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left 
their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. Mark 1:17-20
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During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent from God’s 
presence to an unmarried girl named Mary, living in Nazareth, a village in Galilee. She was 
engaged to a man named Joseph, a true descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared 
to her and said, “Grace to you, young woman, for the Lord is with you and so you are 
anointed with great favor.” Mary was deeply troubled over the words of the angel and 
bewildered over what this may mean for her. But the angel reassured her, saying, “Do not 
yield to your fear, Mary, for the Lord has found delight in you and has chosen to surprise 
you with a wonderful gift. You will become pregnant with a baby boy, and you are to name 
him Jesus ….Then Mary responded, saying, “This is amazing! I will be a mother for the Lord! 
As his servant, I accept whatever he has for me. May everything you have told me come to 
pass.” And the angel left her. Luke 1:26-31, 38

IMAGINE YOURSELF IN THESE THREE SCENARIOS AND THINK ABOUT THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

1. What would you feel if you were there?
2. How would you respond and what would you say?
3. Now, imagine yourself entering into a relationship with Jesus/Holy Spirit … what 

do you think your expectations would have been (try to think about this without 
knowing the rest of the story)?

Intimacy is a journey into the unknown 
and the unexplored. 

Think about or journal your expectations of what you would like from drawing near to God 
while reading Face to Face.

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. James 4:8

Q U E S T I O N S
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WHAT WILL STOP YOU?

Barriers can be useful when they keep us away from danger, but harmful when they stop us 
from exploring. Often barriers are created out of fear and there is no difference when it comes 
to our relationship with God. We can establish barriers which keep us a safe distance from a 
God who we feel is unpredictable at best and untrustworthy at worse. Disappointment, hurt, 
fear and shame are some of the key ‘bricks’ which make up a wall of defense.

Let’s take a few minutes to get honest about what may challenge us to draw nearer to God. 

There is no right or wrong answer, but if we want to go deeper with God then we must 
be honest with him.

And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?” And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only 
one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which 
ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still 
lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When the young man 
heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Matthew 19:16-22

IMAGINE YOU HAD A MILLION POUNDS (OR DOLLARS) AND JESUS ASKED YOU TO 
GIVE IT TO CHARITIES HELPING THE MOST NEEDY IN INDIA, AFRICA AND OTHER 
PARTS OF THE WORLD . . . 

1. What would be your first response? 
2. Would you try to bargain with him, do it straightaway, struggle a bit first?

God is love, and Jesus is God, therefore all that Jesus did was out of a place of love. How 
can you see the love of Jesus being shown in the request he gives to the young man?

DAY TWO BARRIERS

S C R I P T U R E

Q U E S T I O N S
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3. Where has God asked something of you and perhaps you didn’t see it as love at the 
time? Ask the Holy Spirit what he wants to show you through this.

Intimacy requires us to move beyond 
the comfortable and, at times, 

face our greatest fears.

Take some time to meditate on that sentence and think about what fears have kept you 
from developing a closer relationship with God.

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. James 4:8
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WHAT IS YOUR PRIORITY?

We can have lofty goals, great ambitions and legitimate hopes but if we do not prioritise our 
desire then the chances of it happening is greatly reduced. 

Priorities not only help us focus, they keep us focussed. Once we decide something 
will be a priority (whether that be a spouse, child, job, relationship, habit or goal) we are 
deliberately moving other things aside to make room for our new focus. Once something 
moves up the priority ladder, then something else must shift down.

Are you willing to make drawing near to God a priority in this season of your life? 
If so, what might need to shift in order to see that happen?

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named 
Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be 
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do 
the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 
worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. 
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:38-42

In this well known passage, where would you find yourself today? 
When are you most often a ‘Martha’ and when are you most often a ‘Mary’? 
Does it change based on your relationship or responsibility? 

Intimacy will not happen automatically; 
it must be cultivated intentionally. 

DAY THREE PRIORITIES

S C R I P T U R E

Q U E S T I O N S
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Think about and write down when and where you intend to read Face to Face. For example, 
in the morning, at lunch, evening, in a specific chair or coffee shop?

Spend some time visualising yourself prioritising this book over the next 30 days. What 
does the outcome look like when you did this? For example, would you have more peace, 
joy, questions answered, fears removed, direction given ….?

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. James 4:8
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ARE YOU READY?

Doubt will always be there, opportunity won’t. The minute we decide to take steps toward 
a stronger future, deeper faith or more intimate relationship with God we will face doubts of 
unworthiness, capability or a myriad of other distractions to the truth. 

It isn’t wrong to explore the doubt to find the truth, but allowing doubt to rule our thinking 
will never bring breakthrough. 

It’s now time to put aside any weight that hinders us from running our race and take up 
the challenge to go further than we dare ask, hope or think in our relationship with God.

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not 
with him.” John 3:1-2

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were 
leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the 
roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!”
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”
So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his 
cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus along the road. Mark 10:46-52

DAY FOUR OPEN DOOR

S C R I P T U R E
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When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.”
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to 
tell anyone that he was the Messiah. Matthew 16:13-20

Intimacy invites courage to 
speak louder than fear.

What fears would keep you from drawing closer to the Lord in this season? 

Take some time bringing those before God and asking for his peace to overwhelm your fear. 
See yourself being overshadowed by the peace and presence of God … allow yourself to sit 
in that picture for at least a few minutes.

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. James 4:8

Q U E S T I O N S
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WILL YOU COMMIT?

Well done, you’ve made it! 

Thank you for joining me on this short journey of preparation before reading Face to Face. 
I trust that the Lord has already begun speaking to you and this is only the beginning of a 
new depth to your relationship with him.

Commitment is both beautiful and scary at the same time. Knowing that someone has 
committed their life to ours in marriage brings security, hearing that our boss is committed 
to protecting our job brings relief and gaining revelation of God’s deep and ongoing 
commitment to us brings freedom. But to have an enduring commitment there must be 
agreement on both sides, not just one. 

What is your level of commitment to journeying with God, however long it takes, to reach 
a new level of intimacy?

And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” Luke 1:38

After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said 
to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 
come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:66-69

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, 
a Sabbath day’s journey. And when they had entered, they went up into the upper 
room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; 
Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas 
the son of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the 
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. Acts 1:12-14

DAY FIVE STEP FORWARD

S C R I P T U R E
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What do each of these scenarios have in common? 
Which one do you identify with in your life right now and why? 
What excites you about doing this journey toward intimacy with God?

Intimacy is developed over time 
and beyond the surface. 

How far will you go? 
Are you willing to let go and trust a loving God to lead you into an unknown future? 

He created you, knows you, loves you and seeks you. 

He is saying, as he said to Adam and Eve, where are you (Gen. 3:9)? 

Are you willing to step out of the shadows and into the light saying here I am?

Q U E S T I O N S

IN CONCLUSION …
Please send me your testimonies of how the book or study has impacted you! 

I pray that whether you have known God many years or are still trying to decide if He is for 
you, this book will uncover truths, reveal love, and bring a new level of freedom into your 
heart and through your life. 

Enjoy the journey of Face to Face! 

Much Love,

x


